BATON ROUGE







By Brant B. Richard, PE, President

Membership events

There was a Branch general membership meeting and luncheon held May 17.  It was a joint meeting with the Baton Rouge Chapter of the Louisiana Engineering Society.  The guest speaker was Johnny Bradberry, Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development.  His topic was “The Future of Transportation in Louisiana.”  The presentation was very interesting.  He discussed the challenges facing the Department with the large backlog of transportation needs and the insufficient funding sources and mechanisms in place.  Secretary Bradberry detailed the revenue streams in place along with a discussion of the upcoming legislation that could be beneficial to Louisiana DOTD.  We appreciate Secretary Bradberry taking time out of his busy schedule to meet with us.  There was standing room only attendance for his presentation.

Want better roads? 

During the 2007 Annual Spring Meeting and Conference in Shreveport, the topic “Transportation issues facing Louisiana and the USA”, was presented by Kam K. Movassaghi, PE, who is a past Secretary of the Louisiana DOTD.  This presentation really brought to everyone’s attention the lack of funding for transportation not only for Louisiana but for the entire United States.  It has become a national problem.


Here at home, the Louisiana DOTD currently has a growing backlog of nearly $14 billion in unfunded highway needs.  To get our desperately deteriorated and needed highway infrastructure built throughout the state, we as ASCE members must be prepared to do what we can about this dilemma.  That is why the Branch Board has endorsed House Bill 722 and Senate Bill 258 giving them its full support.  These 2 companion bills would shift existing transportation-related tax and user fee revenues from being disbursed to the general fund to being disbursed to the transportation trust fund that is dedicated exclusively for transportation funding.  It is a simple but powerful concept to dedicate the money collected by the state for transportation taxes and user fees to the state highway trust fund to build and maintain the highways.  Our general membership was urged to actively support these bills by contacting their state legislators.

President’s message

As I complete my term as President of the Branch, It occurs to me that this has been truly a wonderful experience for me personally.  It has allowed me to meet so many interesting civil engineers throughout this great state of Louisiana and to push our Branch membership to get involved and help make our small part of the ASCE a better organization to serve all of us.


When I set out to do anything, I like to set goals and measure myself based on the accomplishment of the tasks defined to achieve the goals.  When I became President of the Branch back in September 2006, my goals were set to be an effective voice and representative for the Branch throughout the year based on various activities and the positive exposure of our profession.  Some of the measurements of success include the following:

  •
A new, updated website http://www.ascebr.org
  •
A complete web-based communication system 

  •
A state of the art mass email system to alert Branch members about membership meetings and other activities

  •
Exposure for the Branch through the WAFB-TV Channel 9 morning program promoting awareness of engineers and engineering during Engineers Week 2007

  •
Interstate billboard advertisements promoting the Branch and Engineers Week

  •
Challenging Branch members to be involved


An image from the WAFB-TV Channel 9 morning program with an accompanying article made the ASCE News as an example to encourage other branches and sections throughout the nation to consider similar future activities.


Thank you for your vote of confidence this administrative year to allow me to serve as your president.  I challenge every member of the Branch to continue or expand their involvement with the ASCE.  Remember, you only get out of an organization what you are willing to contribute — the gift from giving.


Always continue to think, say and believe that Engineers turn ideas into reality and we can and do make a difference.  Thanks for a great journey.
