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I find that one of the most rewarding aspects of our profession is a widely shared and out-in-the-open passion for excellence.  More often than not we push each other to “get it right.”  We freely acknowledge each other’s outstanding performance, and provide plenty of ribbing for goof-ups.  We have to—when bridges fail, pavement buckles, traffic snarls, or culverts back-up—everyone knows and we catch a lot of heat.  Of course, we don’t all share precisely the same passion.  Some of us are passionate about calculations, some about drawings, some about report writing, some field work, some about personal relationships, and some about the business.  But when it all comes together, as we say down here, we cook a pretty good gumbo.

At our October Luncheon, to be held on the LSU campus, we’re going to hear more about excellence.  The LSU Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering has been added to the University’s “Foundations of Excellence Programs.”  The CEE Department is one of eleven academic programs selected for its “sufficient strength to advance to levels that will command national and international attention, heightening LSU's reputation as a rising public research university.”  The designation means the University will make the Department a top investment priority.  What an honor…and what an opportunity to share our passion with generations of students to come.  
Speaking of students, we’ll get to hear about their current passions as well:  the classes and professors, our Number 1 Tigers, concrete canoe and steel bridge competitions, our Number 1 Tigers, exciting job possibilities, and our Number 1 Tigers!  
Our featured speaker will be Barry Erwin of the Council for a Better Louisiana.  Barry has been a keen observer of our state politics for many years and he has some insights on the big changes afoot with this fall’s elections.  Barry has a unique appreciation for several topics near and dear to us, including progress on transportation funding and state ethics.

This month kicks off my term as your Branch President.  In my previous years on your Branch Board I’ve gotten to know the other officers pretty well, and gotten more familiar with folks on the Section Board as well as some of the ASCE national staff.  Having served with many other organizations, I can truly say ASCE reflects our profession’s passion and it is really a privilege and an inspiration for me to serve with our Board.

Being surrounded by all this passion can’t help but fire a fellow up!  I look forward to serving as your Branch President for the next twelve months and working with your Board to cook up a good gumbo!
